MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296
Minutes of Detachment meeting April 12, 2011

Amid a plethora of rumpus, the meeting was called to order, with some difficulty, at precisely 1830 hours.  Gavel used twice.

Getting the meeting started was somewhat out of the ordinary since the Chaplain lost his prayer book, leaving him sans petition.   He finally happened upon the written instructions for his part in the opening ceremony, bringing colossal serenity and mirth to the room, as he struck up a conversation with the Supreme Commandant on our behalf.

The Commandant led us in the singing of “God Bless America.”   I think that was the first time I’ve heard that song sung in the key of M.  The Chaplain should have prayed for more accomplished voice. Ray where are you?  Get back soon.

Three new/prospective members and visitors were paraded before the throng.   Don Taylor, a former wing wiper, Tom Rich a former member of the majestic part of the Corps, and Gordon Gunzelman another Rotorhead.

The dazzling version of the minutes of the March Detachment meeting were not only approved as written, but there was only one dissenting vote.   

The Paymaster, Jim Harkins, not only brought a very nice financial report to the meeting, he brought his new bride, so that she could see where the family beer budget comes from.   The financial report shows we have sufficient funds to keep us operating for many more years.  It was approved as written.

The Chaplain, recovered by now from his earlier and previously mentioned gaffe, informed of us some of our Detachment brethren who are suffering ill health.  Cards, calls and prayers please for Dave Althoff, Ron Abendscham’s wife Ann, past-Commandant Hipp and Chuck Fuequay.  The Chaplain also reported that it was just peachy to see Bill McCaffrey back at the meeting after his new hip surgery.  

Pat Rice reported his Fallen Marine program resulted in 15 signings and 3 visits during the past month.  Pat can use some additional facilitators, i.e. let’s get with it.

Sandy Howard needs a head count for the April 30 Pot Luck/Social gathering.  This goes from 1300 to 1600 unless we run out of beer.   She needs food preparer volunteers, hence the term Pot Luck.

The Commandante asked politely and amicably, for Detachment members to come up with some interesting speakers to include in future meetings.  Next time no more Mr. Nice Guy.

Please consider attending the April 30th at 0900 at Oakwood Country Club to kick off this year’s planning for our Birthday Ball.   

The Commandant asked us to see if we could come up with ideas on rounding up some old musical instruments to be used as therapy for the Wounded Warriors at Camp Pendleton.  No pianos please.

The Commandant asked for a show of hands on how many would like to move the meeting time from 1830 to 1900 or 1930.   Boy, did a lot of people show hands.   The Board will consider.

Sandy Howard has volunteered to investigate how our Detachment can get more involved in the problem of homeless Vets in the Phoenix area.  She will report to us later.

Gordon Fiacco won the $42 50/50 raffle, his second win in a row.   This time he offered to spend his winnings while buying the beer at Mike Bishop’s Pizza Factory after the meeting, which he gladly did.   The beer bill came to $58.  Some people never learn.

Most of the Detachment closed with the singing of the 1st verse of the Marine Corps Hymn.  Lew Bradley sang most of the second verse before the closing gavel came down and silenced him.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Van Zanten





