MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296

Minutes of Detachment Meeting February 8, 2011

The meeting was opened at 1830, right on schedule, by Commandant Crist.  We did the usual prayer, pledge and song singing, in a perfectly adult fashion.   Our song leader for “God Bless America” said that he preferred the Kate Smith version of this wonderful song and offered CD’s of her version to any takers.  I think he wanted us to listen to her version and practice accordingly.   Whatever. 

We had a very inspiring presentation from Frank Alger and his daughter Hannah, explaining the purpose, actions and direction of the Young Marine program and the Mesa chapter in particular.  The program works with kids 8-18 years of age and teaches them much about the traditions and customs of the adult version of the Marines.  What a nice young lady (Staff Sgt. Hannah) and she gave us a very well prepared update on their entire program.  They need money and mentors to keep the program alive and performing at a high level.  Kids from this very program have been accepted at military academies, college ROTC programs and into the active duty arms of several braches of our armed forces.  Our board will consider their financial requests at one of their next meetings.  Any member of our detachment is invited to attend any Young Marine meeting.

Bob Warren was visiting to see if he’d be interested in joining.  

The previous meeting minutes were approved by unanimous and energetic votes in the positive.

The Paymaster’s financial report was passed out, gone over in detail and approved by the entire group.  The yearly financial audit was conducted on February 4 and a letter outlining the results will be presented at the next meeting.

Chaplain Hicks reported on a number of members who have been having health challenges.  Ron Abenshand is looking for another knee, Bill McCaffrey is getting better with his new hip, and Dave Althoff is still recovering from a second surgery and is about to start radiation treatment for his cancer.   Cards, calls, visits and scotch are in order.

Pat Rice, or very Senior Vice Commandant reported that he and his team conducted 2 visits and 3 signings during the last month.

Commandante Crist reported that our web page will soon contain pictures of the officers (that could be scary), a detachment calendar, and a new item that identifies Marine friendly businesses in the area.

Don Jackley reported that the service pins are available if you let him know how much service in the MCL you’ve given.   This is calculated on the honor system (which really is scary).

Our Quartermaster, Ron Enderle, reported he store runeth over with MCL items and a complete line of Green Bay Packer paraphernalia. 

Commandant Crist sent out a call to identify, recruit and schedule some speakers for our upcoming meetings.   If we don’t get some we may have to listen to the Kate Smith CD’s.  

Commandant Crist also reported that our goal is to identify most if not all of our charity targets for this year’s money by April 1st, so the March meeting will be key to making this happen.  If any members have ideas for spending this money, make your ideas know to the board—pronto.  The more detail the better.

Junior Vice Howard gave a very avenant report on the work done at Mary Ellen’s Place with our 2010 donation.  She also mentioned something about having a potluck gathering during April (the exact date is still being considered).  The detachment officers will do the BBQing ( I assume we’re talking about the elected positions only).

Don’t forget the Iwo Jima Flag Raising Commemoration in Sacaton on Feb 19.

Our next speaker will be Urban Giff.   What happened to his brother Rural?

The Kate Smith fan won $39 in a 50:50 drawing.   Is there any justice?

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Van Zanten
