MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296
Minutes of Detachment Meeting January 11, 2011.   Rev 3  Issue 4
The meeting was brought to order precisely at 1830 by newish Commandant Chuck Crist.   Chuck was helped out by our new Sgt-at-Arms, Ed “Pledge” Weintraub who obviously had been practicing his role in the opening ceremony.
We were honored to welcome Alex Romero, Department of Arizona Commandant, his Sgt-at-Arms (Ed McIntyre), his aide-de-camp for the West Valley, and associated spouses.   Commandant Romero conducted the swearing in ceremony for all new elected and appointed officers of the detachment.   Officers involved:   Commandant-Chuck Crist,  Sr. Vice-Pat Rice, Jr. Vice-Sandy Howard,  Sgt-at-Arms-Ed Weintraub,  Paymaster-Jim Harkins, JAG-Rich Swartz, and last but not least Adjutant-Bill Van Zanten.  For some reason the Detachment Chaplain wasn’t involved.   Mistake?  Make your own decision.   The oaths were taken, sworn to and pledged.   
Commandant Crist presented past-Commandant Hippner with a token of our Detachment Appreciation for Hipp’s great leadership as Commandant of the Detachment during the first three years of our Detachment’s history.   Judy Hippner was also honored for her service as our P/R person during these same three years.   We’ve had a good start to 1296, let’s all thank Hipp for his contributions and let’s keep it going.
We swore in a gaggle of new members and associates.   I don’t have all the names but they included:  Chuck Corning, Gordon and Barbara Fiacco, James and Pat Haines, Dave Lott, Neal Peer, Sheila Schwartz, Betty Mills, and Denise Lott.   These Marines and friends pledged to support the Detachment and pay their dues in advance.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were discussed and finally, after some loud objections approved, in a narrow victory.
The Paymaster gave a financial report which I think can be seen in detail on our website.  The good news is that we have $8,296.96 to apply to worthy projects that you and the Board of Directors agree to support.
Bob Hicks, our Chaplain guy, reports that Bill McCaffrey is recovering from hip-replacement surgery at home, Ron Abenshand is recovering from knee-replacement surgery, at home, and Dave Althoff is at the start of a very difficult cancer procedure (Agent Orange caused).   We were asked to pray for all of them and also for those who were killed and wounded in Tucson over the weekend.
Pat Rice reported that during the last month he and his team signed 6 guest books and conducted two visits, both with the Commandant and the Chaplain.   We need a lot more red hats at these ceremonies.   The families always appreciate our attendance.
Commandante reported that the Ball pictures should be on the website soon.   Sure.
We had a nice letter of appreciation from the VA for our “Rootbeer Float Team” that is led down the VA hospital every couple of months by Kathy Maggio.   Kathy is also collecting supplies for women veterans.  He golf league has raised thousands of dollars in merchandise for the ladies at the VA.   Go Kathy.
We had a nice letter and donation from the Jack Miles family, thanking us for our help in his memorial service.
Ron Enderle is seeing dollar signs everywhere as a result of all of these new members.  Hat sales are up.
Johnny “Tots” VanHouten reported another great TFT project in 2010.  We collected something in excess of 8 thousand toys, down a little from the previous year, but still pretty exceptional.   We had 41 great volunteers and some great partners—especially Sun Devil Auto.   
Frank Alger will speak at our February meeting.  He runs a Young Marines program in Mesa.
Arizona Veteran’s Stand Down is being held Feb 4-5-6 for down and out vets.   This great program needs volunteers.   Call Lew Bradley if you want to help.   
Sandy Howard gave an update on the status of Mary Ellen’s Place and home for women vets in Phoenix.   We supported this mission last year.
Put February 19th on your calendar, and plan to attend the Iwo Jima Flag Raising Commemoration (Ira Hayes) in Sacaton.
Put February 12th on your calendar to help celebrated 100 years of Naval Aviation to be held in San Diego.
Put Feb11 on your calendar to attend the Copper Shield annual award for the Arizona Hall of Fame.  Call Lew Bradley for details.
Jim “Lucky” Goodvin won the 50/50 drawing for the 3rd time.  Is this fixed?   He donated $47 back to the detachment.  
Commandant Alex Romero pleaded with us to start attending “Arizona” MCL meetings and the annual meetings which this year will be held in Tucson.  The national MCL meeting this year will be in Boise.   Boise?
The meeting was closed at 2000, pretty tidy for a new Commandant.  We had the pleasure of doing the Pledge once again.   I think Ed likes the Pledge.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Van Zanten


