MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296

Minutes of Detachment meeting June 8. 2010

The Social Hour went off much better this month.  Pizza didn’t survive, completely gone.  More and more people showed up.  This meeting opener is headed for the Fun Time Hall of Fame.  Attend people, this is free.  Free, like it doesn’t cost anything.  Marines should know about free chow.

The meeting was opened by the Commandant precisely at 1830.  

The opening was quickly followed by the usual pledging, saluting, standing at attention or something loosely resembling attention and what is often described by some as singing.  The was a question from the floor at to whether or not singing God Bless America, is a violation of our non-political stance.  I think any objections should be more along the lines of eventually establishing musical integrety. 

We were honored by the attendance of 8 of the JROTC members from Casa Grande High School.  Gunny Flores gave us an update on the detachement and then each of the young people introduced themselves and told us about their part in the program and their plans for the future.  Too great.  Sharp, sharp young people.  The Gunny, however, was admonished slightly for the fact that so many of these bright, sharp people are interested in joining another branch of service.  What is this?  Navy?  Army?  Unexplainable.  This group will be a big part of our Birthday Ball, again this year.  

For the 8th time, the Commandant reminded all hands that we will not have a regular meeting in July.  The betting line is that at least two people will show up anyway.

New members were asked to introduce themselves.  There weren’t any at the meeting, so this part of the program didn’t take long.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as written.  There was a  brief commotion when nobody seconded the motion to accept the minutes.  But, in a burst of sanity, a small voice from the back of the room came through at the last minute and the following acceptance “ayes” were loud and clear.  Close call.

The wounded Marine in New Mexico that we purchased a special bed for,  is highly pleased.  We done good.

The Paymasters report showed we still have too much money in the bank.  Something like 17,000 dollars.  We will speed up charity giving.  What a problem.

The Chaplain’s report was not given because the Chaplain went AWOL during the course of the meeting.  We do know that Bill McCaffrey is still in need of our prayers and concern.  Also, our music leader Ray and his wife June are on the road to recovery, but still also need prayers and nice thoughts.  Ray tried blaming other people for not bringing a picture of himself for our picture board.  He claims he has one of himself in a tank.  How do you get a piano in a tank?  We need a real picture Ray, not an email of some young looking person peering out of a tank turret.

Pat Rice reported that in May he participated in 12 memorial service signings and made a special visit to a memorial service for one our fabulous Code Talkers.  Go Pat.  He is also working with Faith Steele (the mother of 2 Marines) at the EV Military Support organization.  They send care packages to Marines in Afghanistan.  The need beef jerky, kool Aid, and other non-perishables.

Phil Loersch was given a 5 year service pin.

A Birthday Ball planning meeting will  be held on the last Saturday of July at the usual place and time.

The East Coast Wounded Warriors figured out they can use a golf cart.  They are now on our potential list for next year giving.

Requests for giving surpport were offered for consideration for the Traveling Bugler and the Riders For Semper Fi ride programs.  Further discussions in August. 

Sandy Howard donated a large group of  hand-made “blankies” or blankets for use at the VA.

Kathy Maggio won the 50/50 and she donated her winnings to the Casa Grande JROTC detachment.   Why can’t I ever win?


Respectfully submitted,

B ill Van Zanten




