MARINE COPRS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296
Minutes of detachment meeting March 8, 2011
The opening ceremony commenced at precisely 1830, sans music.   God Bless America, performed without our Piano Man, is a bit dicey, especially if you’re standing anywhere near Pat Rice.
Two new potential members, Lawrence Nacoste and Wayne Rosnam were introduced.   A Snowbird visitor Dick Spice was also welcomed.
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without objection because of the fear of a penalty under a special part of the UCMJ known only to the Adjutant.
The Paymaster Report was passed out, read and approved despite the fact that our Paymaster was in Hawaii and not listening to any objections.
The Chaplain was AWOL but the audience passed on inputs that two of our sickbay commandos Bill McCaffrey and Ron Abendscham, were getting better, at an age appropriate rate,   We were pleased to see Dave Althoff at the meeting and looking sharp.
Pat Rice announced that 8 guest books had been signed and one visit made as part of our Fallen Marine Program, during the last month.
The Commandant (and Web Master) announced that the Detachment Calendar is now on the Web Site.   Take a peek, heck, go ahead and take a full look.
Don Jackley reported that three members may have qualified for new service awards.  These awards are in lieu of a cash settlement.
Kathy Maggio reported that she and a couple of gallons of ice cream, a four liters of root beer are headed for the VA hospital Saturday the 12th.
Ron Enderle reported that pins need to be passed out to Marine friendly people and colorful hats, in hopes that he will need to order more and so that Detachment 1296 is more well known in the big world out there.
Sandy Howard announced that a Detachment sponsored BBQ and pot luck will be held April 30.  She needs helpers and she needs for you to RSVP so that she can get a head count, otherwise we come up short of hot dogs.  This is a BYOB event.  
The Commandant reported on his two day spree at the Arizona Department Commandant’s meeting in Casa Grande last week.  Hot on the agenda were exchanging ideas on retention of members, help for homeless vets/marines, and help on the State Convention which will be held in Tucson during June 24-26.  Chuck had some interesting things to say about the support we get from MCL National, but I had to erase those.
Commandante again asked for inputs on possible Detachment charitable donations for this year.   Currently on the “potential” list are Mary Ellen’s, Wounded Warriors Camp Pendleton, shoes for new recruits, VA Tucson, and the Chandler Young Marines.
The Commandant also announce that the 2011 Birthday Ball speaker will be retired BGen Wise and the 2012 speaker will be retired Lt. General McCorkle, two of our best ever, Wing Wipers.  Thanks for Dave Althoff for all his help in this area.
John Van Houten asked for volunteers for being this year’s co-chairman for Toys for Tots.  I saw Lew raise his hand.  Anybody else see it?   If we get three or more people say they saw his hand go up, then Lew is elected.
Gordon Fiacco won the 50-50 and donated his part to the Detachment.  Some people never learn.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Van Zanten






