MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296
Minutes of Detachment meeting May 11, 2010

Social Hour report:  A giant surplus of left over great-tasting pizza, several left over beers, and 
a totally empty salad bowl.  The Corps just isn’t what it used to be.  But, the socializing was just splendid.  Please plan to attend.

The regular part of the monthly meeting was called to order at precisely 1830, by the same person who arranged for too much pizza and too much beer.

We had a scripted prayer, a pledge to our nation’s flag and then it happened.  Our music leader, Ray Bahret (absent because of ill health) was not there.  Commandant Hippner bravely led us in a no-music version of God Bless America.  Ray, my friend, please get back quickly.  We can’t go on like this.  There is only so much of this kind of singing that we can tolerate.

Commandante introduced our guest speaker for the evening, Dan McGee of the Phoenix FBI office.  Dan is a veteran Marine, having served for 8 years as an infantry officer.  Dan briefed us on his FBI activities as an counter-terrorism team leader.  It was nice to have a former Marine in the room who didn’t talk about rotor blade maintainence.  He was armed.  He answered every one of dozens of questions except the one about our new Arizona law on immigration.  Great talk and very informative.  Thanks Dan.  When is he going to join the Detachment?

Next month’s speaker will be Gunny Flores from the Casa Grande JROTC unit.  He’s bringing some of the cadets.  Let’s have a big turnout.

Commandante announced that there will be no meeting in July.  This is not related to the bad singing mentioned heretofore.

We welcomed new member Lou Corsica.  Another naval aviator.  

Minutes of previous meeting ignored and approved.

Paymaster Jim Harkins reported that we are awash in money.  The financial report was approved, without comment and without a negative vote.

Our Chaplain and sick call officer, Robert Hicks, was himself sick.  Very sick.  Do we need an assistant chaplain?  Makes you wonder, doesn’t it?  Get better soon, Bob.

Don Jackley passed out several pins for length of service.  We have a couple of 30 year plus people.  Nice going.  Don went on to complain that not enough people applied for these awards.

The next Ball planning meeting will be on the last Saturday of July.  Same time.  Same place.

It was proposed that we send $3,500 to MGYSGT Soha to purchase a special bed for Marine Sgt. Ortiz in New Mexico a Marine on 100% disability from wounds suffered in Iraq.  Approved by acclaim.
It was recommended we send $2500 to the Wounded Warrior West and Wounded Warrior East to assist in paying for family and Warrior travel to and from home and their military post.  Approved.

Commandante asked for inputs on other Marines helping Marines projects.  Chuck Crist is checking with the VA Tucson and VA Prescott for possible projects.

John Van Houten won the raffle, donated the proceeds, and surrendered to the FBI for failure to report income.

Lew Bradley led us in the first verse of the Marine Corps Hymn, again without accompanyment.  Ray, Ray, Ray.  Please get better.  By the way it’s “….in the air, on land, and sea.”  Not “….. in dispare, demand and plea.”  A little more attention wouldn’t hurt.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Van Zanten




