MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296

Minutes of Detachment meeting October 12, 2010

This meeting started with a whole new cast of characters.  Chuck Crist did a subdued imitation of Commandant Hip, Ed Weintraub was a adequate replacement for the Sgt-at-Arms, and Bill Van Zanten was supurb in the role of substitute-Chaplain.   Getting the meeting going was somewhat reminicent of the film “The Marx Brothers at the Opera.”  But, it did get going, more or less on time and with a nice, but roudy crowd.   We gavelled, pledged and sang “God Bless America”.   Just an observation—Chuck should not enter any singing contests without going for some very serious voice  lessons.  

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS TO THE BIRTHDAY BALL!!!!!!!!

The first order of business was to introduce our speaker for the evening, Neville Cramer, and his lovely wife.   Neville was a career INS agent and is the author of a book on our immigration issues and is frequently interviewed by major news organizations to get information about how the INS looks at our immigration problems.  Major points made:
1. About a million people a year immigrate legally into the USA, more than immigrate to all other countries in the world combined.
2. We have about 15 million illegal immigrants in the USA right now.  Half of them came across our southern border and the other half arrived on boats and airplanes with various legal visas and then just neglected to go home.
3. If we grant legal status to these 15 million illegal’s we will end up with at least 50 million new legal residents after all the family members of the 15 million arrive.  
4. Our country infrastructure (schools, hospitals and social services) will collapse under the weight of these 50 million new residents.
5. The INS knows how to stop this trend, but the politicians won’t let it happen.  Any program that works or makes sense is eventually stopped by the government.
6. There is no solution to the problem that will be politically acceptable.
7. What is being considered by our government will be a disaster.

There were dozens of great questions and we had to stop taking questions because of time restraints.  I think Neville sold two books and then donated the proceeds to the detachment.

This was a very popular speaker.

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS TO THE BIRTHDAY BALL!!!!!!!!

Two new members were introduced:  Dave Lot and Ted Newman.  Welcome aboard, now go to work.

We didn’t have a financial report because Jim Harkins our Paymaster is on his honeymoon.  Did anyone get invited?  

Chaplains report:  Hip’s daughter had some emergency surgery.  Bob McCartney is recoverying from surgery.  Bill McCaffrey is up and going.  Nancy Hicks is recovering from some serious surgery.   June Bahret was at the meeting and looking sharp.  Good to see June back.

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS TO THE BIRTHDAY BALL!!!!!!!!

Pat Rice our Visitation Commodore(?) reported that he and his group signed 4 books and made 2 visits during the last month.  He said he was going to a pig roast in Peoria.  That’s what he said.  I just write what I hear.

RON ENDERLE was honored as the DETACHMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR.  Yeah, Ron.

JOHN VANHOUTEN was honored for his work with TOYS FOR TOTS.  Yeah, John.

Do we have some Super Stars or what?   Great going guys!!!!!

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS TO THE BIRTHDAY BALL!!!!!!!!

The Board recommended that we donate $1,000 to the Casa Grande JROTC group to help pay for their trip to Camp Pendleton.  Motion made, seconded and passed unanimously.

John VanHouten is soliciting nominations for the 4 elected detachment officer positions.  Send ideas to John or anyone on the board.  John also wants to start lining up the Toys Team, let him know if you can help.  It’s a fun experience and the pay is mind numbing.  We’ll be doing this on a reduced scale this year.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved after the Adjutant agreed to make 15 or 20 changes in content and spelling.  Good luck getting me to make them.

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS TO THE BIRTHDAY BALL!!!!!!!!

Lew had some announcement, one being that the induction ceremony for this year’s Arizona Vet’s Hall of Fame will take place on 10/29.  He had some other items, too, but I couldn’t write fast enough.

Jim Goodvin won the 50/50 and donated his 50.  

Get ready for the Ball.

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS TO THE BIRTHDAY BALL!!!!!!!!


Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Van Zanten



