MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 1296

Minutes of Detachment meeting September 14, 2010

The meeting was open, on time, on schedule, with the smash of the gavel by Commandante at exactly 1830.  About 20 members were in attendance, which is pathetic.  The small but powerful group saluted, pledged (albeit, with a comma not supposed to be there, according to Lew), and raised the rafters with a unique and charming version of God Bless the USA.

The social hour was a little slow judging by the pizza, salads and drinks that was left over.  Evidently Wing-Wipers can’t handle good chow.

Art Sloan was our guest speaker.  For a 40-year Swabbie he had was not only interesting, he was helpful.  He is a VA Service Officer and can be very helpful in any of us getting deserved VA benefits.  What is very clear, from Art and others, is that Veterans are not taking advantage of the many benefits they’ve earned by their service to the country.  Medical, disability, long-term care, funeral (we have a National Cemetery in town) and many other assistance programs at the VA are there for you.  Go register (easy) and ask Art or anyone at the VA how you might qualify for these benefits.  Do it today.   Art mentioned a couple of other items:  go register at www.vettix.org  and qualify for “free” , get that “free” tickets to many, many events around the state.  If you can stand the Diamondbacks, you can go for”free”.  World War II vets can qualify to go on a three day trip to Washington D.C. to look at the new monuments.  Call Art, and ask about the Honor Flight of Arizona.  If you have any ideas for nominations to the Arizona Veteran’s Hall of Fame, contact Art or our own Lew.

Ron Baier nominated Ed Weintraub to announce that the “Ride of Semper Fi” is in need of volunteers and riders.  The Ride is in mid-October.  This is a Hog Ride from Scottsdale to San Diego to raise money for Jarheads.  Call Ron for info.

Commandante reminded all hands that if they want to go to the upcoming Birthday Ball they should buy their tickets.  

Two potential new members were introduced, as guests.  One a proud daughter of a Marine and one a veteran of the landing at Tarawa, one of the Marine Corps’ historically finest moments.

Paymaster Jim Harkins is walking down the wedding aisle next week and he didn’t invite the Detachment.  What’s with that??

The minutes of the previous meeting were ignored, unanimously.

We had a very inspiring letter from two very young people (children) who worked all year to save enough money to donate and sponsor a Birthday Ball ticket for two Marines.  
Commandante reminded all hands that if they want to go to the upcoming Birthday Ball they should buy their tickets and go get some donations from people you know.  

Paymaster, Jim Harkins, the one that somebody actually agreed to marry next week, reported that despite our leadership and pizza we still have $8,454.36 in the bank.

Bill McCaffrey got to the meeting and off his sick bed.  Good to see the old fart.  Kathy Maggio is ailing.

Pat Rice and his ready, able and capable substitute Ron Enderle reported that in August they made 2 memorial service visits, signed 5 guest books, one celebration event and made one rather lame speech.  Nice going guys.  Ron has been selected to be one of the MCL people to preside at the funeral and memorial service for a recently fallen original member of the Navajo Code Talkers.  Thanks for representing us Ron.

No service awards were made, announced, earned or deserved, according to Don Jackley.

52 days to the Birthday Ball.  Commandante reminded all hands that if they want to go to the upcoming Birthday Ball they should buy their tickets.  

Doc Jacobs, from the Wounded Warriors at Camp Pendleton, is coming again this year.  We need volunteers to drive him from the airport to the hotel, from the hotel to the Ball, from the Ball to the hotel, and the hotel to the airport.  Anyone who owns a car is subject to volunteer.  This isn’t real hard.

John Van Houten has been appointed to the New Officer Nominating Committee.  Nominations for Commandant, Senior Vice, Junior Vice and JAG are being solicited.  Interested?  Call John.  

The Board and John Van Houten agreed to scale down our Toys for Tots program this year.  

Ed Weintraub suggested we sell beer mugs at the Birthday Ball.  Not this year Eddie.  

Kurt Warner and his former Marine wife Brenda have been invited to this year’s Ball.  

There will be a Ball Planning Meeting at the Oakwood Country Club 0900 Sept 25.  Lots of work to do still.  Get involved.
Commandante reminded all hands that if they want to go to the upcoming Birthday Ball they should buy their tickets.  

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Van Zanten







